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ashore. It was from the Canary Islands, carried a cargo of wine, and
the English had chased it. They got no prisoners and little mer-
chandise, for immediately relief was sent from the garrison and from
La Fuerza.1

I assure Your Majesty that it is a pity the way the Santo Domingo
fleet comes up, for the ships are totally unarmed and a pinnace
suffices to take a number of them. They come along from Santo
Domingo, each sailing as it pleases, following neither flagship nor
vice-admiral.

Ten or twelve vessels from Honduras and Santo Domingo will
leave here tomorrow. God waft them safe over, for I imagine that
this year enemies will not be lacking hereabouts.

Here we are all on the alert, as we should be in Your Majesty's
service. May Your Majesty remember these galleys' appropriation,
for certainly they are in want; and God preserve Your Majesty's
Catholic royal person as Christianity has need.

Havana, July 23,1588.

Pedro Alvarez de Ruesga (Rubric).

Document No. 64?
[The royal officials to the Crown, Havana, August 13,
1588]
(p- 0                              t
Sire
... In a preceding despatch we have informed Your Majesty that
the galleys went out from this port upon receipt of news concerning
the English who appeared off this coast and word that a Canary
Islands wine ship had gone ashore a league from this harbour to
1 Cf. A. de /., 54-2-7, Santo Domingo 129, dossier assembled by Juan Bernardo
de Quiros. Among papers setting forth the services of his father, Captain Tomas
Bernardo Quiros, in command of La Fuerza at the time, is a certificate signed by
Pedro Menendez Marqudz, who was a witness to the salvaging of this vessel's
cargo, testifying to the active part the captain of La Fuerza took in the matter
(dated Madrid, August i, 1594).
* A. de /., 54-1-34, Santo Domingo 118. i pliego, original.